- osrma st Yoo
o od

m~caa
\;‘.,__.‘ S

‘;P\

VA LEGIBLATIVE ASE

bl S o g2 l
PAPER CLIPPINES
as g R N s o ;
HURLL / AWON: DEPARTMENT I SUBJECT P i
midct =22 e - B e e
Sl B NAME OF THE HEWS PAPER: e g - B i s B
LA 2 e 4"}.\:1:,. D;“:E.r_:_- O f
St i i P o
A

Bharat Ratna presented

to Pranab Mui\i’ld]&,

Relative of 1dw}oﬂ e Na‘ldjl Debhnuu\h also re

SPECIAL CORRESPON DENT
NEW DELK!

Former President of India
Pranab Mukherjee, late Bha-
rativa Jana Sangh ideclogue
Nanaji Deshmukh and late
singer Bhupen Hazarika
were on Thursday conferred
the Bharat Ratna. the coun-
rrv's highest civilian award.

President Ram Nath Ko-
vind gave the award to his
predecessor Mr. Mukherjee,
AL Hazarika’s son Tej, and
1o Virenderjeet Singh, a
close relative of Mr. Desh-
mukh, at a brief ceremony at
the Durbar Hall of Rashtra-
pat Bhavan.

Dignitaries present

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Vice-President M Ven-
kaiah Naidu, Chief justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi, Home
Alinister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, As-
sam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and several
Union ministers  were
among those who weie pre-
sent at the function.
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President Ram Nath Kovind confers Bharat Ratna upon
former president Pranab Mukhetjee cn Thursday. seTi

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, former Vice President
Hamid Ansari, Congress
leader in the Lok Sabha, Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury, De-
puty Leader in the Rajya
Sabha Anand Sharma and
senior Lok Sabha member
Shashi Thaoor were also
among the guest.

Mr. Mukherjee's daughter
Sharmishta and son Abhijeet
also atrended the ceremony.

When the awards were

announced, Mr. Hazarika's
sont Tej had made a public

staternent about not accept-

ing the award in protest
against the proposed Citi-
zenship Amendment Act

that would make it easier for |

Hindu migrants from Ban-
gladesh to become citizens
in Assam. Subsequently, he
changed his pesitien and
called the award a “great ho-
nour” for the famll) and the
peopie of Assam.



